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Preparing for PubMcation, 

In 1 Vol. \to, to be illustrated by Engravings from original Drawings, 

THE 

aiftj){tecture, l^fetorg, anU antiquities 

OF 

THE CATHEDRAL CHURCH OF SI. CANICE; 

TOGETHER WITH 

MEMOIES OF THE BISHOPS OP OSSOKY; 

i^ ^umssimi nf Irans, sidi itt^t Mpitaiips iratiKttiii initji tjit (IPjranji ; 

AND 

SOME ACCOUNT OE THE ANCIENT EPISCOPAI COEPOKATION OT IRI8HT0WN, KILKENNY. 

BY THE 

KEY. JAMES GRAVES, A.B., 

CURATE OF ST. PATEICK'S, KILKKNNT, 
AND 

JOHN G. A. PKIM. 



Every Cathedral, almost every Parish-church, in England, has had its chro- 
nicler. Such local histories are, unfortunately, of rare occurrence in Ire- 
land; and to supply that want, so far as the Cathedeal of St. Canice and 
its immediate locality are concerned, forms the design of the work, the Title 
of which heads this page. 

The fabric of the Cathedeal of St. Canice, Kilkenny, — a beautiful, 
pure, and comparatively uninjured specimen of the early pointed style, — be- 
side presenting a study of much interest to the ecclesiologist, serves also to 
prove that Church Architecture had, at least in the south-eastern district of 
Ireland, kept pace in purity of style, if not in costliness and magnificence, 
with the same art in England ; whilst its numerous monumental effigies lead 
us to an opposite conclusion, namely, that Ireland was, in the sixteenth cen- 
tury, nearly an age behind England in the form and fashion of defensive 
armour. 

There is also another source of general interest which attaches to this ve- 
nerable building. Amongst the illustrious dead interred within the walls of 
St. Canice are many m-n of mark and note in the times wherein they lived; 
many who took a leading part in the wars and political strifes of that age, 



when Ireland became the battle-field wherein the contending parties which 
divided England finally struggled for the victory. Thomas Earl of Ormonde, 
who enjoyed the uninterrupted favour and confidence of the proverbially 
fickle Elizabeth ; his no less celebrated descendant, Thomas Earl of Ossory, 
whose career, nobly begun, was so prematurely terminated; and the third 
Viscount Mountgarret, General of the Confederate Catholics' army during 
the wars that ensued on the Rebellion of 1641, are some of the names associ- 
ated with the history of the Cathedral of St. Canice. 

The early state of the Irish Episcopate is little understood, and yet it 
forms a curious and important chapter in the history of the Christian Church. 
The gradual change from the, often migratory, establishment of missionary 
clergy — living in a pagan land along with their Bishop, under the rule, and 
within the precincts of the primitive college or monastery — to the fixed and 
accurately defined dwcese, with cathedral, chapter, and parochial clergy, is 
strikingly illustrated by the history of the Episcopate of Ossory. 

The Irish-town, a sort of ecclesiastical suburb to Kilkenny, possessing 
from a very early age a separate municipality, and, as Stanyhurst quaintly 
says, " at the Bishop his beck," possesses Eecords dating back to the middle 
of the sixteenth century. These have been carefully examined, and will 
serve to illustrate the state of trade, the social condition, and even the very 
dress, manners, and customs of the inhabitants. The " assize of victuals," 
yearly put on record, throws light on the cost of food in general, and the re- 
lative value of money. In short, these journals present a vivid picture of 
the internal polity of a borough town, and of the different phases of burgher 
life, in the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries. 

Every section of the work will be amply illustrated with wood-cuts exe- 
cuted in the best manner. They will not be restricted to the architectural 
beauties of the Cathedral only, but will extend to Portraits of the remark- 
able persons that have been connected with it, and to the relics of antiquity 
with which it abounds. Every available source of original information has 
been anxiously explored ; and from the mass of original matter, which has in 
consequence been brought together, and the extent and beauty of the embel- 
lishments, it is expected that it will not be surpassed by many modern 
works on Ecclesiology. 

The price to Subscribers will be £1, to non-Subscribers, £2. The work 
will be ready for delivery in November, 1851. 

Subscribers' Names will be received by the Publishers, Messrs. Hodges 
AND Smith, 104, Grafton-street, Dublin ; the Rev. James Graves, and Mr. 
John G. A. Prim, Kilkenny. 

104, Grafton-street, Dublin, 
April, 1851. 
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The Committee wish it to be distinctly understood, that they are not 
responsible for the statements and opinions contained in the papers read 
at the meetings of the Society, and here printed, except so far as the 
7th and 8th General Rules extend. 



KILKENNY ARCIIJIOLOGICAI SOCIETY. 



PATRONS. 

THE MOST HONORABLE THE MARQUIS OF ORMONDE. 
THE LORD BISHOP OF OSSORY AND FERNS. 
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PRESIDENT, 

THE VERY REV. THE DEAN OF OSSORY. 

VICE-PRESIDENTS, 

THE WORSHIPFUL THE MAYOR OF KILKENNY. 

THE HIGH SHERIFF OF THE COUNTY OF KILKENNY. 
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TREASURER, 

ROBERT CANE, ESQ., M.D. 
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COMMITTEE, 
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REV. LUKE FOWLER, Freshford. 
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REV. PHILIP MOORE, R.C.C., Rosbercon. 

THE VERY REV. EDW. NOWLAN, V.G., P.P., Gowran. 

MATTHEW O'DONNELL ESQ. Barrister-at-Law. 
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GENERAL RULES 

OF THE 

KILKENNY ARC H JIOLOGICAL SOCIETY. 



1. This Association shall be called the Kilkenny AECHiEOLOGiCAL 
Society, and be placed in connexion with the Archaeological Institute 
of Great Britain and Ireland. 

2. The Society shall consist of a Patron or Patrons, President, Vice- 
President, and Members. Each Member to pay Five Shillings annually 
in advance; such subscription to be due on the 1st of January in each 
year. 

3. The Kilkenny Archaeological Society is instituted to preserve, 
examine, and illustrate all ancient monuments of the history, manners, 
customs, and arts of our ancestors, more especially as connected with 
the County and City of Kilkenny. 

4. Corresponding Members shall be obtained, wherever practicable, 
throughout the country, who shall be requested to inform the Society 
of all antiquarian remains discovered in their districts, to investigate 
local history and traditions, and to give notice of all injury likely to be 
inflicted on monuments of antiquity, in order that the influence of the 
Society may be exerted to preserve them. 

5. A Committee of twelve shall be elected at the commencement of 
each year (exclusive of the Patrons, President, and Vice-Presidents, 
Treasurer, and Secretaries, who shall be — ex officiis — Members of Commit- 
tee), for the transaction of the ordinary business of the Society ; such 
Committee to meet on the last Wednesday of each month, and at such 
other times as may be deemed advisable. 

6. The Society shall meet on the first Wednesday of each alternate 
month, when papers on archaeological subjects shall be read, the reports 
of Corresponding Members received, and objects of antiquarian interest 
exhibited. The first meeting to take place in May, 1849. 

7. AU matter connected with the religious and political differences 
which exist in our country shall be excluded from the papers to be read, 
and the discussions held, at these meetings ; such matter being foreign 
to the objects of this Society, and calculated to disturb the harmony 
which is essential to its success. 

8. It shall be the duty of the Committee to revise all papers which 
are to be read to the Society, to ascertain that they are in all respects 
unobjectionable, and, in particular, that they are in accordance with the 
preceding rule. 

9. The Accounts of the Society shall be audited at the first General 
Meeting in each year. 
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10. A record of the proceedings of the Society shall be kept by the 
Secretaries. 

11. These Rules .shall not be altered or amended except at a General 
Meeting of the Society, and after notice shall have been given at the next 
previous Meeting, stating the purport and intention of such alteration. 

*,* The Transactions of the Society are printed annually, for Members only. 
Subscribers' names received by the Treasurer and Secretaries, Kilkenny ; Messrs. 
Hodges and Smith, 104, Grafton-street, and J. O'Daly, 9, Angleasea-street, Dublin ; 
and Mr. T. G. Stevenson, 87, Princes' Street, Edinburgh. 



EEGULATIONS TOE THE LIBRAEY, 
Adopted at the Annual Meeting, January, 1851. 



1. The Library of the Kilkenny Archaeological Society shall be di- 
vided into two classes, viz. : 1st, Printed Books. — 2nd, Manuscripts, 
Prints, Drawings, Rubbings, &c. 

2. All Books of the Pirst Class shall be lent to Members under 
the Regulations following : — 

3. No Member of the Society shall be entitled to borrow more than 
a single Work at any one time. 

4. Each Work, so borrowed, may be retained for one Calendar Month ; 
but the borrower may have it again for the same period, if no other Mem- 
ber shall have applied for the Work before the expiration of that term. 

5. A Register shall be kept by the Secretaries, in which shall be en- 
tered the name of the Borrower, of the Work borrowed, and the dates 
when the said AVork was borrowed and returned. 

6. Any Member wishing to borrow a Work, shall enter his name in 
a book to be kept by the Secretaries for the purpose ; and if more than 
one Member shall apply for the same book, the first applicant shall have 
the preference. 

7. If any volume, so lent out of the Society's Library, be injured or 
defaced, by writing or otherwise, the Member to whom it shall have 
been lent at the time, shall pay the full value of the book as marked in 
the Society's Catalogue. 

8. A fine of one shilling per week shall be paid by any Member 
retaining a book (except under the regulations of the 4th Rule) beyond 
one month. 

9. The Second Class into which the Society's Library is divided, shall 
not be removed from the custody of the Secretaries ; but Members shall 
have the right of access to them at the Society's apartments. 
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Alexander Cullenan, Esq.,M.D.,Kil. 
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Michael Cahil, Esq., J.P., Ballyconra 

House. 
George Cronin, Esq., M.R.C.S.L., 
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Richard Cooke, Esq. J.P., Castleco- 

mer. 
Mr. Robert Oarleton, New Ross. 
Hugh O'Brenan Clinche, Esq.,Dublin. 
Mr. Patrick Cody, MuUinavat. 
Richard Cully, Esq., Agent, Bank 
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James Comerford, Esq., Troy's-wood. 
Mr. Thomas Chaplin, Kilkenny. 
James Cullenan, Esq., M.D., Fresh- 
ford. 
Rev. Richard Deverell, A.B.,Durrow. 
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Rev. Luke Fowler, A.M., Freshford. 
William Lloyd Flood, Esq., D.L. 
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Henry Flood, Esq., View Mount. 
Henry Fletcher, Esq., Kilkenny. 
Rev. H. B. Farmer, A.M., Kilnama- 
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Charles Fowler, Esq.," R.E. 
James F. Ferguson, Esq., Dublin. 
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William Elliot Hudson,E8q.,M.B.I. A, 
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B. Hitchcock, Esq., Trinity College, 
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Bev.John L.Irwin,A.M.,Thomastown 

Zachariah Johnson, Esq., M.D., Kil- 
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John James, Esq., L.B.C.S.I., Kil- 
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Thomas Jekylle, Esq., Ballygub. 

Thomas Johnston, Esq., Kilkenny. 

N.H. Jones, Esq , Ballyconway. 

Bev. Nicholas Kealy, Kilkenny. 

Lewis Kinchela, Esq.,M.D. Kilkenny. 

George Kinchela, Esq., Greenvale. 
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tage. 

W.P. Leech, Esq., Kilkenny. 

Bev. James Lecky, A. M., Willenhall, 
England. 

Joseph Lalor, Esq., M.D. Kilkenny. 

John Lawson, Esq., Kilkenny. 

Mr. William Lanigan, ditto. 

Nicholas Loughnan, Esq., ditto. 

Denny Lane, Esq., Cork. 



John Lindsay, Esq., Maryville, Cork. 
Bev.P. Lamb, P.P., Newtown Hamil- 
ton. 
H.J. Loughnan, Esq., Kilkenny. 
Major General Mc'Donald, K.C.B. 
Bev. James Mease, A.M., Freshford. 
Bev Philip Moore, B.C.C., Bosber- 

con. 
John Maher, Esq., Kilkenny. 
Henry M'Creery, Esq.,Patrick-street, 
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Henry M'Oreery. Esq., Newpark. 
Bev. Samuel Madden, A.M., Attanna. 
Bev. Joseph Moore, B.C.C.,Temple- 

orum. 
Bev. Michael Meagher, B.C.C., Tul- 

lagher. 
Francis Massey,jun.,Esq.,Suir Castle. 
Bichard M. Muggeridge, Esq.. Gow- 

ran Castle. 
Samuel Morewood, Esq., Collector of 
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M.B.LA., Carriglea, Dungarvan. 
Pnrefoy Poe,jim.,Esq., J.P., Harley 
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sary. 
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M.R.I.A. 

James M. Tidmarsh, Esq., Kilkenny. 

W.B.D. Turnbull, Esq., Sec. Soo. 
Antiquaries of Scotland. 

Rev. CharlesA. Vignoles, A.M. Clon- 
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*#* The Kilkenny Archaeological Society is indebted to Albert 
Way, Esq., Honorary Secretary of the Archasological Institute of Great 
Britain and Ireland, for the beautiful woodcut of the ancient fictile vessel 
found at Castlecomer; to the Council of the Royal Irish Academy for 
permission to use two of their engraved blocks of Ogham monuments ; and 
to James M'Glashan, Esq., Upper Sackville-street, Dublin, for the use 
of the engraved blocks of the Killeshin capitals. 

Dr. O'Donovan having added some important matter to his paper on 
the Ancient Tribes and Territories of Ossory after the sheets had gone 
through the press, but before the type was distributed, the entire paper 
has been made up in a separate form, and is presented to the Members 
along with the Transactions for 1850. 

It is proposed by the Committee to complete the first Volume of 
the Transactions with the year 1851. An index, new title-page for Part I., 
and general title-page for Vol. I. will then be supplied to the Members. 



